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ALITTLE girl had
to sleep on seats
in a garda sta-
tion because of
the homeless
crisis.
Amy O’Reil-
ly (27) had no
option but to

take daughter Kya
(10) to Ballyfermot
Garda Station out of
desperation.
“Focus Ireland phoned

around and said there was
nowhere available and
the best place was a garda
station,” said Amy.

SEE PAGES 8 & 9

Laura Lynott

Little Kya
sleeping in
Ballyfermot
Garda Station.
Below, Amy
O’Reilly
with Kya
and son Cruz
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THESE upsetting photos show
a 10-year-old girl sleeping on
chairs pulled together in a
Dublin garda station after her
family was made homeless
when their landlord’s house
was repossessed.
Amy O’Reilly (27) took

daughter Kya to Ballyfermot
Garda Station on Thursday
night to find a place to bed
down because, she says: “There
was just nowhere else to go.”
Amy, who was made home-

less with her family three
months ago, said her sons Sky-
ler (7) and Cruz (5) were able to
stay with their father.
“I slept in Ballyfermot Garda

Station because I couldn’t find
any emergency accommoda-
tion,” she said.
“Focus Ireland said there

was nowhere available and the
best place to stay was in a garda
station.”
The mother-of-three, who

recently had to drop out of col-
lege, says her children are now
often late for school or absent
due to their homelessness.
However, bedding down in

a garda station was a new low,
she said.
“I was trying to stay in

friends’ houses but they can’t
help me all the time. I outstay
my welcome,” said Amy.
“My daughter had to sleep

on chairs pulled together in the
garda station.
“The guard gaveme blankets

from the cell. A womanwhowas
passing by went and got me a
child’s duvet for my daughter.
“The woman garda was very

nice and caring, and she gave
my daughter crisps and water,
but we shouldn’t be living like
this. I’m getting depressed.”
The family weremade home-

less after a High Court ruling
in December, when Mr Justice
Paul Gilligan said Amywas not
entitled to remain in the prop-
erty on Cedar Brook Avenue,
Cherry Orchard, Dublin.
Amy appeared before the

court to say she did not under-
stand what was happening as
she had been paying rent.
The house was subject to

proceedings between its owner
and a previously Bank of Ire-
land-appointed receiver.
The judge issued a stay order

until February to allow Amy to
find a home, but she has been
unable to do so.
“We’ve been staying in hos-

tels, hotels, friends’ houses and
even recently in a friend’s car,”
Amy said.
“My kids cry themselves to

sleep and I run up debts trying
to get them to school in taxis
or on buses.
“I was studying to become

a psychotherapist because I
want to help people in bad
circumstances, but I had to
drop out and the only reason I
am carrying on is for the kids.
“But I feel we’re being treated

like animals.”
She asked theHerald to print

these pictures to show the dire
situation she finds herself in,
which is also faced by other
homeless families.

UNACCEPTABLE
Focus Ireland confirmed it had
directed Amy to a garda station
“as it was not possible to find
emergency accommodation for
her and her family”.
“It is important to note that

the legal responsibility for re-
sponding to homelessness and
providing emergency accom-
modation lies with the local
authority,” director of advocacy
Mike Allen said.
“The role of Focus Ireland

is to work with the Dublin
Regional Homeless Executive
every night to try to ensure that
every family which is homeless
is provided with shelter.
“It is not always possible to

find emergency accommoda-
tion for every family. Circum-
stances like this are becoming
increasingly frequent.
“We have raised our severe

concerns about the situation
with Tusla, the Minister for
Housing, theMinister for Chil-
dren and Youth Affairs and An
Taoiseach, and are waiting for a
response to what we consider to
be an unacceptable situation.”
A garda spokesman said: “An

‘MYHOMELESS
DAUGHTERHAD
TOSLEEPON
CHAIRSPULLED
TOGETHERINA
GARDASTATION’

Garda Siochana has a strong
working relationship with the
management of Inner City Help-
ingHomeless and other author-
ities and continues to work
closely with the organisation.
“Because of the nature of

their work, gardai deal with
many on themargins of society,
and together with other state
agencies and NGOs, we work
to ensure positive outcomes

for many vulnerable people.
Our primary role is always the
protection of life.”
On one night alone lastMay,

up to a dozen homeless fam-
ilies in Dublin were directed
to garda stations as there was
no emergency accommodation
for them.

DISGRACEFUL
Then Tanaiste Frances Fitzger-
ald told the Dail it was “unac-
ceptable” that homeless families
stayed in garda stations.
Karen Kiernan, the chief

executive of One Family, which
represents single-parent fam-
ilies, said: “The vast majority
of homeless families are one-
parent families, women on their
own with children.”
Ms Kiernan said it was “dis-

graceful” that some families

have been sleeping in garda
stations due to the sheer scale
of the homelessness crisis.
“The big issue is the Gov-

ernment won’t build public
housing immediately,” she said.
The Dublin Regional Home-

less Executive said: “In gen-
eral terms a family, unless there
are other extenuating circum-
stances, would be approved to
self-accommodate in a hotel
that we will pay for, or alter-
natively they would be ap-
proved for the Housing Assis-
tance Payment and can source
their own private rented accom-
modation.
“It is important that people

who find themselves in these
difficult circumstances get in
touch with homeless services
immediately so that we can
work with them.”

‘Theonly reason
Icarryon is for
thekids.But
we’re treated
likeanimals’

Shockingpictures expose thehomeless
crisis, asonemother tellsLauraLynott
howshecannotfindshelterandrunsup
debt tokeepherchildren in schoolwhile
they cry themselves to sleepatnight

Homeless young
mother Amy O’Reilly

with her children
Kya (10) and Cruz (5)
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ACTRESS Olivia Colman, bar-
rister Robert ‘Judge’ Rinder and
Strictly Come Dancing judge
Shirley Ballas are among the
stars delving into their family
histories for the new series of
Who Do You Think You Are?
The 15th series of the BBC

One genealogy show will air
this summer, and will launch
with an episode starring for-
mer Coronation Street actress
Michelle Keegan.
Keegan discovers a personal

connection to suffragette lead-

er Emmeline Pankhurst, and
the episode will form part of
the BBC’s “Hear Her” sea-
son to mark 100 years
since suffrage and a
century of women
being able to vote
in the UK.

APPEAL
Broadchurch star
Colman (inset)
will journey from
her family home in
Norfolk to India, learn-
ing that her ancestry is more
diverse than she had thought.

Singer Boy George, Paralym-
pian Jonnie Peacock, comedian

LeeMack and former JLS
star Marvin Humes
are also featured.
“The enduring
appeal of Who
Do You Think
You Are? is set to
continue as BBC
One broadcasts
a huge host of
names in series 15,

which are guaranteed
to move and entertain

audiences,” said BBC commis-
sioning editor Fatima Salaria.

“We’re particularly honoured
to launch the series with Mi-
chelle Keegan’s episode, which
uncovers her special connection
to Emmeline Pankhurst. This is
must-see TV at its best.
Colette Flight, executive pro-

ducer for production company
Wall to Wall, said: “Britain’s
best-loved stars are once again
delving into their family trees,
uncovering hidden secrets and
solving mysteries.
“The stories they unearth

are revelatory, often unexpect-
edly humorous but always aff-
ecting.”

Colmanamongstars set tounearth family secrets
Lucy Mapstone

the episode will form part of
the BBC’s “Hear Her” sea-
son to mark 100 years
since suffrage and a
century of women
being able to vote

Broadchurch star
Colman (inset)
will journey from
her family home in
Norfolk to India, learn-

pian Jonnie Peacock, comedian
LeeMack and former JLS
star Marvin Humes
are also featured.

appeal of Who
Do You Think
You Are? is set to
continue as BBC
One broadcasts
a huge host of
names in series 15,

which are guaranteed
to move and entertain

Kya (10) had to sleep
on amakeshift bed

(also below) at a garda
station when her family
wasmade homeless
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A LEAKING tent pitched in
front of one Dublin’s most
prestigious five-star hotels
is the bleak home of a man
who says he is too afraid to
sleep in the city’s emergency
hostels.
John Keena (54) beds

down under canvas every
night on lands in front of
the Radisson Blu St Helen’s
Hotel in Stillorgan.
He has been homeless

for a year, but after months
of moving from hostel to
hostel, he says he is happier
on his own where he can get
some peace.
However, with winter

approaching, John admits
death is a possibility on a
cold night.
“I hope I die. I’ll be much

happier wherever I’m going,”
he said.
John says the field where he

sleeps is a home from home
for him, as his father used to
be a gardener and handyman
in the historic building, built
in 1775. It was a training
school for Christian Brothers
long before it became a plush
hotel.

DAMP
Waking up damp after over-
night rains soaked through
his tent, John told of how he
ended up sleeping rough.
“Homelessness can happen

to anybody,” he said.
“I used to have a home and

family, and worked in secu-
rity, but that’s all gone and I
ended up in council accom-
modation in Dun Laoghaire,”
John added, gathering him-
self into a standing position
after a night in the tent.
“There was a psychotic

man living in the flat above

me and he used to bang on
the ceiling with a bat and
shout all night long,” he told
the Herald.
“I couldn’t take any more,

so I put what I could into a
rucksack and left around a
year ago.”
Pointing to the top of his

one-man abode, John said:
“I’m all damp. The rain was
coming in and I had to plug a
hole with a plastic bag.”
John said he spent months

in emergency shelters around
Dublin city, but always felt
afraid and never got sleep.
“There would be addicts

and people who would steal
things, and people who
would shout through the
night, and violent people too,
and no privacy,” he said.
“In the shelters you get a

roof over your head, but you
pay for it with your peace of
mind.
“In the end I decided about

a month ago to just try living
out on my own somewhere.
“I grew up here. My father

was a gardener here when the
hotel building belonged to

the Christian Brothers, and
we lived in a mobile home
over where the apartments
are now,” he added, pointing
to the buildings to the right
of the hotel.
“We used to run around

these lands as children,
playing football, and then we
got a Frisbee, and we played
at being Daniel Boone, it was
great,” John said, reminisc-
ing with a smile.
John said he doesn’t get

hassled where he is.
A spokesperson for the Ra-

disson said the land he is on
is not owned by the hotel.
“The winter will be diffi-

cult out here, but I’ll take one
day at a time,” he said.

“It’s quiet here, but I
have to stay aware. I feel
vulnerable.”
John has health diffi-

culties and walks with
a crutch, his right foot
supported in a strap-on
braced boot.
“I have osteomyelitis

in that foot. The Simon
Community come twice
a week. They bring me
food and dress my leg,”
John said.
“I don’t draw atten-

tion to myself, and the
people in the local shops
and the garage are good
to me. I go to houses for
food and many people are
kind when I explain the
situation I’m in.
“Finding a place to

wash can be difficult. Last
night I shaved without
water.”

UNSCRUPULOUS
Asked about the growing
homelessness crisis, John
remarked about the three
homeless people who had
died last week in Dublin,
Kildare and Cork, blessing
himself as he did so.
Jack Watson died while

sleeping rough on Dublin’s
Suffolk Street, while Tallaght
mother-of-two Danielle
Carroll took her own life in
emergency accommodation
in Leixlip.
A woman in her 30s,

Jennifer Dennehy, also died
while sleeping rough in Cork.
“The Government are

unscrupulous, cold-hearted
people,” John said.
“There are families home-

less now. I really feel sorry
for them. This is a problem
on a massive scale and there
seems to be no end to it,” he
added.

‘ITCANHAPPENTO
ANYONE’–MAN
SLEEPINGINTENT
NEAR5-STARHOTEL

Conor Feehan

have to stay aware. I feel

people in the local shops

wash can be difficult. Last

have to stay aware. I feel
vulnerable.”

culties and walks with
a crutch, his right foot
supported in a strap-on
braced boot.

in that foot. The Simon
Community come twice
a week. They bring me
food and dress my leg,”
John said.

tion to myself, and the
people in the local shops
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sleep in the city’s emergency

hostel, he says he is happier

‘In the shelters
you get a roof
over your head,
but youpay for it
with your peace
ofmind’

Homeless man John Keena prefers living in a tent to staying
in emergency shelters, where he says there is ‘no privacy’

JackWatson died sleeping rough on Suffolk Street in Dublin
and Danielle Carroll committed suicide in temporary housing

A CHARITY has collected hundreds of
sleeping bags left behind by Elec-
tric Picnic revellers – enough to aid
homeless people for a year.

Portlaoise Action to Homeless-
ness (Path) appealed to fans to
leave their bags for collection at
the end of the three-day music
and arts festival on Sunday at
Stradbally Hall, Co Laois (inset).

The charity plans to pass on any
surplus sleeping bags to other charities
carrying out similar work.

Path volunteer Tom Duffy reckoned that they picked up
as many as 800 on Monday.

“I brought home six, seven, eight hundred sleeping
bags... I have 150 women in Portlaoise ready to wash
them. It is a community response, it is all down to Path in
Portlaoise,” he said.

Having been contacted by charities in Cork, Dublin and
elsewhere, he now plans to donate some of the surplus
bags, but insisted he will only supply organisations who
operate on a purely voluntary basis.

HOMELESSTOBENEFITFROM
FESTIVALFANS’SLEEPINGBAGS
A CHARITY has collected hundreds of
sleeping bags left behind by Elec-
tric Picnic revellers – enough to aid

The charity plans to pass on any
surplus sleeping bags to other charities

Path volunteer Tom Duffy reckoned that they picked up
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‘Mosthomelessare
single’, sayscharityas
Murphysnubs invite
DEPAUL Ireland is calling for
increased support for single
men and women who find
themselves without a home.
The homeless charity said a

growing number of singletons
are coming through its doors
looking for help.
It comes as HousingMinister

Eoghan Murphy declined for
the second time in two days
to appear at an event to dis-
cuss the housing and homeless
crisis.
Depaul Ireland boss Kerry

Anthony said she would have
liked the minister to have at-
tended the launch yesterday of
the charity’s annual report at
its emergency hostel in Little
Britain Street

SUMMIT
She said he had been invited
twoweeks ago. “Wewould very
much have lovedministerMur-
phy to have attended,” she said.
“We would have liked him

to have seen Little Britain
Street and to hear what we
have to say.”
She said the minister has

a busy week ahead, with the
housing summit planned for
Friday.
Mr Murphy angered mem-

bers of Dublin City Council

on Monday, when he did not
turn up to discuss the housing
crisis at the council’s monthly
meeting, despite an invitation
to do so.
Cllr Christy Burke said the

minister was showing “con-
tempt” for the council.
Responding to the anger, a

statement from the minister
said an invitation was extended
through Fine Gael councillor
Paddy McCartan.
It said the minister had

no problem with meeting the
council andwas prepared to do

so. However, it also said the
actions at the council were
“using a crisis for political
purposes”.
The Depaul report said

the charity supported 3,620
people at risk of homeless-
ness last year and opened
the 65-bed hostel in Little
Britain Street.
It said that single men

and women were the largest
cohort of homeless people
using the organisation’s ser-
vices.
Ms Anthony said single

people coming into homeless-
ness were not getting enough
support.

DEAD
“The largest cohort of people
wework with are single people.
We know that there is an
increasing number of emergen-
cy beds, we know that people
are rough sleeping andwe know
that they are primarily single
people,” she said.
“We have to do more for

single people.”
Addressing the launch,

Ms Anthony spoke abut the
homeless people who died
in recent days, including
Danielle Carroll (27), JackWat-
son, who was in his 50s, and
Jennifer Dennehy, who was in
her 30s.

Luke Byrne

DEPAUL Ireland is calling for
increased support for single
men and women who find

The homeless charity said a
growing number of singletons
are coming through its doors

It comes as HousingMinister
Eoghan Murphy declined for

so. However, it also said the
actions at the council were
“using a crisis for political
purposes”.

the charity supported 3,620
people at risk of homeless-
ness last year and opened
the 65-bed hostel in Little
Britain Street.

and women were the largest
cohort of homeless people
using the organisation’s ser-
vices.

people coming into homeless-
ness were not getting enough
support.

Depaul’s KerryAnthonyasked
EoghanMurphy to attend

John Keena is living in a small
tent on a green near the
Radisson Blu Hotel in

Stillorgan. Above, homeless
shelter Merchants Quay Ire-

land in Dublin city

News 13
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THE heartbroken family of
a young mother who died by
suicide has spoken of her fear
shewould never find a home.
Danielle Carroll (27) had been
placed in emergency accommo-
dation after Christmas, when

the rented accom-
modation she was in was sold by its
owner and she was left homeless.
Themum-of-two told South Dublin Council she

would end up dead after it offered her a home
only for the offer to be withdrawn and substituted.
“She told them she’d end up dead, she just

couldn’t take it,” her friend Linda Woods said.

Conor Feehan

FULL STORY: SEE PAGES 4-5

Devastatedmum
Margaret Carroll and

(inset below) her
daughter Danielle
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housing list with South Dublin
County Council since she was
pregnant with her son DJ.
“Then she was trying to find

a place on the HAP scheme
and got a room in the hotel
in Leixlip, but she found it
very difficult there because the
roomwas small and she had no
cooking or cleaning facilities
and had to bring the baby here
to wash him.”
Staff at the hotel described

Ms Carroll as a bubbly and
friendly lady who was always
with her children.
“She was a positive person

and would always compliment
the other mothers. She was a
very kind and nice girl. May she
rest in peace,” said one worker.
Ms Carroll’s friend Linda said

she was always hopeful of even-
tually finding a place to live.

“She would say, ‘All I want is
a little house wheremy DJ and
Carter can have their own beds’,
and she hoped that someday
that would happen,” said Linda.
“She was trying her best in

the hotel room, but she had
to drive from there every day
back to Tallaght, where DJ is
in school, and wash and feed
Carter in her mother’s house.
It was very difficult,” she added.

ANXIETY
Margaret said Danielle became
very down andwas seeking help
for her anxiety for a time.
“She felt it was a hopeless sit-

uation. She was struggling. She
went off the rails with worry
and she would say that nobody
cared about her,” saidMargaret.
“Danielle was paying off furni-
ture and beds and things. Now

we have
had to tell
the shop
she’s dead,”
she added.
Comforted by

family and friends,
next to a table andman-
telpiece, Margaret drew solace
from the photos of her youngest
child and grandchildren.
“We had to tell DJ last night.

How do you
tell a seven-
year-old boy
he’ll never see
his mammy
again?
“We’re finding it

hard enough to deal
with and we are adults,”

she said.
“We told him she is in heaven

and he just broke down crying.
“Danielle lived for her chil-

dren. She adored them.
“I’ll miss her not coming

through the door. Instead of
coming here with her boys she’s
going into a hole in the ground.”
she said through tears.
Neighbours in Glenshane,

where Danielle’s family said she
had been offered the house, said
the property should be knocked
down because of its past.
“Two previous tenants took

their own lives in it, and then
yesterday we heard that the
personwho had been offered it
had taken their life too. It’s too
tragic,” said one man.
Danielle’s family said what-

ever agencies are tasked with
dealing with homelessness need
to be aware that it is people, not
numbers, they are dealing with.

FUNERAL
“There are others out there
like Danielle,” said Danielle’s
brother John.
“They are not statistics. They

are people with feelings, people
with young families.”
Her funeral will take place

on Monday after 11am Mass in
The Church Of The Incarnation,
Fettercairn.
People whowish to talk about

their problems can contact The
Samaritans on 116 123.

AHOMELESS youngmum took
her own life after the council
offered her a home – only to
thenwithdraw it and substitute
another property, heartbroken
relatives revealed yesterday.
Danielle Carroll (27) begged

South Dublin County Council,
telling them she feared she
would end up dead, according
to a family friend.
Tragically, Danielle, mother

of boys DJ (7) and Carter (20
months), was found dead in the
roomwhere she was staying in
emergency accommodation on
Wednesday.
Her mother Margaret told

the Herald she despaired of
finding a suitable home for her-
self and the children – then the
council offered her a bungalow
in Glenshane Lawns, Tallaght.
“It was a boarded-up house

andDanielle knew the previous
tenant in it had taken her own
life in the house,” she said.
“She was that desperate to

have somewhere to live that
she accepted it andwas finally
looking forward to moving
in – only for her hopes to be
dashed,” Margaret said at her
home in Tallaght.

LETTER
“She got a letter from the
council on Wednesday the
week before, to say they were
withdrawing that offer and
substituting it with a different
place in theMeile An Ri estate,
in Lucan, but when she saw it
she was horrified,” her best
friend Linda Woods added.
“The back door was burned,

where someone had set fire to
it, and there had been people
sleeping rough in it.
“She also said there was a

lot of anti-social behaviour
and she didn’t want to bring
the boys up there.
“She thought she would be

going backwards.
“She said the council told

her if they did not accept it,
she would lose her emergency
accommodation.
“She pleaded with the coun-

cil. She told them she’d end up
dead, she told us too. She just
couldn’t take it.”
A county council spokesman

said it was asked by Danielle’s
family not to comment on the
matter and wanted to respect
that wish.
Ms Carroll’s family told the

Herald they are preparing for
her funeral and how telling
Danielle’s oldest boy that his
mother had gone to heaven
was the hardest thing they had
ever done.
“Danielle had been renting

in Russell Square until just
after last Christmas, when the
owner sold the property,” said
Margaret. “She had been on the

‘SHEPLEADED
WITHTHECOUNCIL
..LOSINGHER
HOMEWASJUST
KILLINGHER’

Homelessmum
Danielle took
herownlife in
thehotel room
whereshewas
living.Conor
Feehan spoke
toher stunned
lovedones

“She was that desperate to
have somewhere to live that
she accepted it andwas finally
looking forward to moving
in – only for her hopes to be
dashed,” Margaret said at her

“She got a letter from the
council on Wednesday the
week before, to say they were
withdrawing that offer and
substituting it with a different
place in theMeile An Ri estate,
in Lucan, but when she saw it
she was horrified,” her best

“The back door was burned,
where someone had set fire to
it, and there had been people

“She also said there was a
lot of anti-social behaviour
and she didn’t want to bring

“She thought she would be

“She said the council told
we have
had to tell
the shop
she’s dead,”
she added.
Comforted by

family and friends,
next to a table andman-

How do you
tell a seven-
year-old boy
he’ll never see
his mammy
again?
“We’re finding it

hard enough to deal
with and we are adults,”

‘Howdoyou tell
a seven-year-old
boyhe’ll never
seehismammy
again?’

Margaret Carroll (left),
her daughter Danielle

and (above) the
Tallaght house Danielle

had been offered
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‘ManyofyoungIdeal
witharedepressed’,
warnsFrMcVerry
HOMELESS campaigners are
calling for more assistance for
people feeling trapped by home-
lessness, following the suicide
of a youngmother in emergen-
cy accommodation – and the
deaths of two other homeless
people this week.
Campaigner Fr PeterMcVerry

said that, more than ever before,
homelessness is accompanied
by hopelessness.
“This is because people who

are homeless don’t knowwhen
they are ever going to get out of
homelessness,” he said.
“Some people have been in

hotels for 18 months, maybe
longer. Homeless people are
going around the hostel circuit
year after year. The problem
is so entrenched that people
despair at ever getting out of it.
“That is very demoralising.

Many of the young people I deal
with are seriously depressed.
“I deal mainly with single

people, but most of them have
contemplated suicide from time
to time,” he added.
He said the most urgent

problem was preventing peo-
ple from becoming homeless.
“We’ve got to legislate to make
it illegal to evict people into
homelessness, either by the
banks or landlords, except for
very specific circumstances
such as anti-social behaviour.
“We have got to stop the

flow into homelessness.We are
trying to empty the bathwater
with the taps full on.
“Every possible means, in-

cluding compulsory purchase
orders, should be considered to
bring asmany of those back into
use quickly,” he added.
David Nugent, of the Inner

City Helping Homeless, said
every effort should be made to

prevent another tragedy.
“A root and branch review of

everyone who is in a homeless
situation should be done,” he
said. “If people are suffering
from any sort of troubles or
needs, these should be ad-
dressed by agencies.”
He said no one wanted to

live in an Ireland without a
safety net, but that is what is
happening.

HEALTHY
“It’s not healthy for families
to be confined in hotel rooms.
That must affect the very soul
of persons in those situations,”
he said.
Thursday and Friday saw

three homeless people, includ-
ing Danielle Carroll (27), die in
the space of just 48 hours.
On Thursday, JackWatson, in

his 50s, was found unconscious
on Suffolk Street in the city cen-
tre, before being pronounced
dead in hospital.
In the most recent incident,

Jennifer ‘Jenny’ Dennehy, in her
30s, was found dead yesterday
in a tent at Gilabbey Rock, near
Cork city centre.

Alan O’Keeffe

Campaigner Fr PeterMcVerry

GrievingmumMargaret
with treasured photos

of her daughter Danielle
(inset) and her two boys
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